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GENERAL  AGENT  OF  IMMIGRATION  TO  FLORIDA  FOR  THE 
UNITED  STATES  AND  EUROPE. 

FLOftJBA  STATE  LICRARV 


To  the  County  Commissioners,  Corporations,  Land  Oivners 
and  Citizens  of  Florida  : 

Whereas,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  recently  repealed 
the  law  establishing  the  Bureau  of  Immigration,  which  also 
involves  the  abolishment  of  the  immigration  tax  levied 
upon  the  people  to  further  immigration  into  Florida,  the 
Executive  Departments  of  the  State  are  now  unable  to  eive 
financial  aid  necessary  for  this  purpose,  and  unless  under- 
taken by  private  means  this  important  interest  to  the 
people,  corporations  and  State  promises  to  lie  dormant 
two  ^ears  uiitii^nother  Legislature  sees  fit  to  make  suitable 
provision  therefor.  Meanwhile  His  Excellency  Governor 
Fleming  and  Honorable  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
Wombwell,  having  the  welfare  of  tl|^,iS|;i^e  #|  heart,  took 
counsel  and  sought  other  legitimate  means  by  which  this 
important  interest  to  the  State  could  best  be  served  under 
existing  conditions  ;  and,  aft^:  4ue  deliberation,  there  ap- 
peared but  one  practical  w#^®'-«M^'*A^!i^iite'im migrants 
hither,  viz.:  through  official  effort  and  private  enterprise. 
As  a  means  to  this  end  the  writer,  who  has  devoted  con- 
siderable time  and  study  to  the  colonization  problem,  was 
appointed  General  Agent  of  Immigration  to  the  State, 
without  pay  or  emoluments,  the  Honorable  Commis- 
sioner of  Agriculture,  who,  under  the  Constitution,  retains 
charge  of  all  immigration  matters  of  the  State,  said  appoint- 
ment recei\d{ig, fh^p^lggroval^pf  His  Excellency  t^^governor 
for  the  reasons  ^^^te^Ai®4  such  as  :«yp>ntained  in  the 
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official  correspondence  herewith  annexed,  to  which,  as  well 
as  to  the  plans  devised  to  accomplish  the  ends  in  view, 
attention  is  respectfully  solicited. 

I't  is  an  undisputed  fact  that  all  wealth  originates  from 
the  soil  through  the  toil  and  ingenuity  of  man. 

It  would  take  centuries  to  populate  the  thinly  settled 
State  of  Florida  through  the  natural  increase  of  the  native 
population,  and  if  her  vast  resources  are  to  be  developed 
with  reasonable  exp^llion  a  desirable  immigration  into  the 
State  is  the  most  important  factor  to  accomplish  this  end. 

The  asg«€ultural  and  industrial  classes  of  Europe  antl 
in  some  of  the  thickly  populated  centres  of  the  United 
States  are  overwoJ-ked,  un4efpnid,  and  their  general  condi- 
t'mm  of  Mfe  full  of  hardships.  ftltMl^  has  room,  a  beautiful 
climate  and  a  competence  for  many  of  them  if  once  fairly 
settled  on  her  soil.  Theyjftdill  develop  her  resources,  build 
railroads,  highways,  families,  make  her  rivers  and  harbors 
navigable,  work  her  mines  and  lands,  enriching  their  neigh- 
bors as  well  as  themselves. 

Immigrants  must  be  judiciously  selected  from  the  in- 
dustriaus  an4  moral  poorer  classes  and  settled  by  com- 
munities of  their  own  nationality  and,  where  possible,  of 
the  same  religion,  so  that  they  may  have  the  amenities  of 
life  of  their  former  homes,  such  as  churches,  schools,  etc., 
to  do  justice  to  the  female  and  juvenile  portion  of  said 
communities,  thus  avoiding  home-sickness  so  common, 
which  causes  frequently  abandoment  of  thejr  new  hoincs 
by  the  new  settlers.  The  ©ppMtiinities  to  select  suitable 
colonists  are  now  abundant,  and  to  bring  immigrants  here, 
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say  in  twenty-five  families  of  four  and  a  half  persons  each, 
forming  a  nucleus  for  a  village,  will  cost  as  follows : 

•iiiw^rtation  from  Europe  to  Jacksonville  1360.00 

House  for  faiiiil]r   1.^.00 

Groceries,  etc.,  fl*st  j«ear   loO.OO 

Clotliiug  and  shoes   25.00 

Furniture   40.00 

^1"!^'   100.00 

Farming  implements   30.00 

Cow  _  10.00 


•Total...  ...1705.00 

Assuming  that  each  family  averages  a  capital  sto#k  of 
one-half  that  amount,  or  $382,  an  advance  of  $9,562.50 
will  |iave  to  be  made  to  the  commuQ^ity  of  twij0t|^-^y^  &m- 
ilies  for  the  first  year.  To  this  amount  the  following  sren- 
eral  colony  expenses  will  have  to  be  added  to  place  the 
colony  on  a  sure  footing,  as  follows  : 

Fi^  M  Families. 

Firet  estipaie  .§  #.502.50 

A^nm$'  ''^^gm^'   625. 00 

MmeA  m^Wmm^    500.00 

'^Bfi^f  l^^^S%ii>erinte.n:clent  ,  ,      360. 00 

NaMve  manager   260.00 

Prcicher  and  teacher   300.00 

Stumping  machine  ,   100.00 

Well-boring  macliine   50.00 

Two  wagons   100.00 

Contingent  expenses   1.000.00 


Grand  total  |12,85T.o0 

Inasmuch  as  the  Colonization,  Mining  and  Commercial 
Company  of  IHorida  (Limited),  composed  of  Senor  Fermin 
Hernandez  Iglesias,  the  wtll-known  philanthropic  and 


statesman  of  Spain  ;  General  O.  O.  Howard,  U.  S.  Army, 
General  Franz  Sigel,  H.  E.  Ellis  and  others  whose  names 
and  records  inspire  confidence  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
has  inaugurated  a  system  of  colonization  delineated  here- 
in at  much  expense  in  the  necessary  preliminary  work  of 
exploring  and  showing  Florida  to  influential  representa- 
tives of  foreign  communities,  with  a  view  of  settling  them 
on  suitable,  fertile  and  healthful  lands  of  the  company's 
selection,  it  was  desirable,  in  order  to  secure  the  speediest 
and  best  results,-  to  form  an  alliance  with  said  company 
and  others  directly  interested  in  immigption  who  arc 
willing  to  donate  Iwife  i«#  m^m&p-  for  locating  desirable 
communities  on  their  lands  to  the  mutual  profit  of  all 
concerned,  the  company  beariii^  the  primary  expense 
of  bringing  tiiem  Wter.    The  location  of  such  colonies 
in    communities   depends   largely   upon  such  offers  as 
may  be  made  by  counties,  corporations,  or  land-owners 
desirous  of  the  comf^^^'s  ci@*iperation,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose correspondence  is  invited. 

This  company  will  also  charter  vessels,  here  and  abroad, 
import  foreign  produce,  md  export  Florida  products  to 
foreign  countries,  buy  and  sell  phosphates  and  lumber  by 
the  cargo,  advance  money  on  the  same,  buy  and  sell  mines 
an<i  fiwrel  lands,  promote  and  capitalize  domestic  and 
foreign  companies  desiring  to  develop  specific  resources 
of  Florida. 

While  the  General  Agent  of  Immigration  is  the  Vice- 
President  and  General  Manager  of  the  company,  he  is  free 
to  act  for  th.e.,p^o^le  of  the  entire  State,  and  will  forward, 

deed,  indi^^itl  settlements  or  by  communi- 
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ties,  for  such  citizens  or  corporations  as  may  desire  to 
colonize  their  lands  on  their  own  account  and  in  their  own 
way  ;  and  will  also  undertake  to  engage  for  respectable 
Florida  parties  desiring  white  artizans,  farmers,  laborers  or 
domestic  servants,  families,  and  other  suitable  employee^j 
through  his  New  York  office,  from  the  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  and  Employment  Bureaus  there. 

Offices  of  the  general  ageficy  of  immigration  and  of 
the  company  have  been  established  at  New  York,  corner 

Hmtiover  S%m^«:  liii.  F^st-ik^pgigl^-  'vsAiisfe^^rflHke  the  main 
office;  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  in  the  Bostwick  Block,  corner 
Bay  and  Main  Sts.,  and  at  Tallahassee  in  the  Capitol,  The 
office  at  Talfahassee  is  in  charge  of  Charles  A.  Choate, 
Esq.,  whose  wide  experience  and  connection  with  the 
former  Bureau  of  Immigration  will  make  him  a  valuable 
assistant  in  the  cause.  He  will  em^opmm^'  with  the  Com- 
missioner of  Agricukure  and  facilitate  the  transaction  of 
business  between  the  officials  of  the  State,  the  general 
agency  and  company.  Sub-agencies  wilkbe  established  in 
the  principal  centers  of  Europe  and  the  United  States 
where  desirable  immigrants  are  most  easily  obtainable. 

The  Jack.sonville  office  of  the  Genti^  Agent  of  Immi- 
gration lias -received  the  eolkction  of  exhibits  of  Florida 
products,  such  as  tobacco,  fruits,  minerals,  woods,  etc., 
which  has  beeii  fofifierly  on  exhibition  in  the  branch 
office  of  the  State  Bur^u  of  Immigration,  and  to  which 
additions  will  be  made  as  rapidly  as  possible.  This  being 
an  excellent  method  of  advertising  the  productiveness  of 
Florida,  with  m  wmf  to  f^ftlier  ifnmigratfoti.'  The  New 
York  office  will  also  be  supplied  with  a  .similar  exhibit, 


and  to  this  end  the  General  Agent  urgently  invites  the 
cordial  aid  of  all  patriotic  citizens,  who  are  \^f'il|iftg  to  con- 
tribute specimens  of  products,  natural  and  manufactured, 
suitable  for  such  exhibits,  which  will  be  carefully  dis- 
played, with  the  name  and  address  of  the  donors  conspicu- 
ously appearing  thereon. 

It  is  needless  to  explain  further  the  value  which  will 
accrue  to  localities  on  which  colonies  are  to  be  settled,  and 
the  introduetfon  of  foreign  immigrants  need  not  alarm  the 
native  American  population  that  foreign  languages  and 
custow  ipiik  be  perpetuated  on  their  territory,  as  the  his- 
tory of  the  United  States  and  all  Anglo-Saxon  countries 
has  proven  that  the  foreign  settler  amalgamates  speedily 
wkh  the  native  element,  and  while  enrii^wig  his  neighbor 
as  well  as  himself  becomes  a  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen  of 
the  State  in  which  he  has  cast  his  lot  in  a  siiort  time. 

The  following  is  the  official  correspondence  referred 
to,  which  explains  itself: 

To  His  Excellency  Francis  P.  Fleming.  Governor  of  Florida  : 

Sir — The  writer,  encouraged  by  your  remarks  relative  to  iuuni- 
gratiou  iu  your  able  message  of  a  recent  date,  as  well  as  l)y  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  subject  has  been  treated  by  the  President  and  sub- 
ordinates of  the  immigration  ])ureau  in  their  annual  reports  to  the 
Legislature,  begs  leave  to  show  why  so  few  immigrants  drift  into  this 
fair  State,  and  how  this  can  be  remedied  to  the  advantage  of  Florida, 
aiicliiilftse  many  hone-st  and  industrious  poor  of  otlier  States  and  for- 
ei^  tlliw^cai^  ac(iiiire  comfortable  homes  and  lucrative 

farms  willi  a  lifiile  help  fr&m  the  §tale  autiiorities  and  its  native 
citizens. 

I  will  proceed  to  give  the  most  potent  reasons  why  so  little  of  the 
foreign  and  native  immigration  and  settlers  drittod  to  Florida,  while 
a  Western  Enii)ire  was  created  in  a  coniijarativdy  short  time,  and 
from  tliose  causes  endeavor  to  arrive  at  suitable  and  effective  reme- 
dial factors,  by  which  a  good  and  productive  colonization  of  Florida 
may  be  consummated  iu  a  comparatively  short  time,  and  with  little 
expense  to  the  State. 


9 


First — The  Southern  States,  while  slavery  existed,  offered  no 
inducements  to  wemh  immigrant  or  settler,  dependent  on  manual 
laifeot  for  iiiliii^»sie,  for  lite  simple  reason  that  he  could  mot  coni- 
])ete  with  slave  If^r. 

^^oim^^IlKe  cw@lrj  w«as^pii!iiS€^y  ^iliaii,  cmiiniuiii^^iou  diffi- 
cult ami'-^^ms^^.  thus  barring  w^miw  wiM^^is  p^fii^wiM 
means  from  an  attempt  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the  "Sunny  South." 

Tm|»— After  the  «md  during  ttoi(^ifew»p  ^construction 
p«iiii¥^litt>Pn  impoverished  country  and  people,  the  most  venture- 
some pioneer  from  the  North  or  abroad  could  not  find  sul)sistence, 
and  life  and  property  being  more  or  less  insecure,  capital,  that  might 
have  sought  investment,  was  driven  into  other  channels,  fettering 
the  great  nat\n-al  resources  the  South  possessed. 

Fourth — The  prejudices  of  half  a  century,  native  and  foreign, 
could  not  be  eradicated  in  a  few  years  after  such  a  bloody  civil  war, 
hence  a  reajjproachment  of  sympathetic  intercourse  (so  essential  to 
civilized  life)  wa"?!;  a  further  obstructing  factor. 

During  the  agitation  preceding  the  late  war.  and  thereafter, 
until  recently,  the  inverse  of  the  deterrent  conditions  (which  pre- 
vented colonization  iu  the  South)  existed  in  the  Northern  States  of 
the  Union  and.  as  a  matter  of  course,  immigration  drifted  to  these 
States;  it  cost  less  to  reach  them,  the  immigrant  invariably  found 
4Mliii^pWil^''^t  bett^i^i^^ii^i^es  than  he  was.  accustomed  to  in  the  old 
country,  the  wide  expanse  of  the  undeveloped  West  afforded  not  only 
lucrative  work,  but  a  good  prospect  to  the  ambitious  and  industrious 
of  all  countries,  and  held  out  the  additional  inducement  for  4  speedy 
future  competence. 

After  the  westward  flow  of  immigration  was  fairly  started,  the 
free  States  and  their  capitalists  nursed  the  same  with  more  or  less 
care  by  immigration  Ijoards,  which  protected  the  arriving  stranger 
and  hel  1)0(1  to  i)rocure  employment  for  him,  couimunicatiou  was 
rapidly  developed  facilitating  travel  and  commerce.  Then  the  politi- 
cal convulsion  and  wars  in  Europe  brought  a  large  and  exceptionally 
good  class  of  immigrants  to  our  shores,  who,  by  their  superior  intelM- 
gence  and  character,  formed  a  nucleus  of  their  less  gifted  and  isolated 
countrymen,  creating  solid  communities  where  the  new  comer  was 
greeted  in  his  mother-tongue  and  with  the  customs  of  the  fatherland, 
without  social  and  governmental  restriction,  giving  them  the  amen- 
ities of  life  to  which  he  or  she  were  accustomed  in  the  old  country, 
and  a  better  matt-rial  existence  which,  as  an  isolated  individual 
among  the  most  hospitable  of  American  people,  they  could  scarcely 
expect  as  strangers,  unacquainted  with  their  language  and  customs, 
only  to  be  ac(piired  and  appreciated  after  many  years*  residence. 
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Then  glowing  accounts  from  father,  mother,  sister,  brother  or 
friend  reached  Europe  of  their  bettered  condition  in  America,  and  in 
many  instances  were  accomi>anied  by  tlie  savings  of  the  prosperous, 
which  would  bring  many  more  new  comers,  who  naturally  settled 
with  their  kin.  irrespective  of  the  calls  and  invitations  of  the  Sunny 
^iifh,  wMi  htmi  ields,  ])roductive  s^l  a§4  mild  climate.  Tli 
ties  of  bloocl  were  stronger,  and  west wai^  l^^i^  ttf^tide  of  inimi- 

States  hav©  isi^ehed  a  stage  of  developnwnt  without  a  imrallel  in  t)»& 
world's  history. 

While  immigration  still  keeps  in  the  same  channel  by  sheer  force 
of  momentum,  you  have  wisely  appreciated  and  discovered  that  the 
causes  which  have  produced  this  influx  of  iiopulation  in  the  Northern 
States  have  almost  ceased  to  exist.  Concentrated  cajjital  and  keen 
compt'tilion  in  the  progressive  centers  of  trade  make  the  struggle  fov 
existence  more  arduous,  and  the  chances  for  advancement  by  mere 
industry  and  intelligence  become  fewer  every  day,  cost  of  living,  or 
rather  the  requirements  of  life,  are  greater,  the  masses  gravitate  to 
the  large  cities  from  the  country  to  live  a  more  or  less  artificial  ex- 
istence, which  those  who  preserve  their  natural  good  instincts  desire 
to  exchange  for  the  fr<?e  and  independent  life  t)f  tlie  farmer:  but  they 
have  become  unused  to  farming,  or  fear  the  Northern  farmers'  work 
is  too  hard  and  monotonous,  if  they  have  the  means,  and  if  they 
have  not  the  means,  then  this  is  an  additional  obstacle  for  them  to 
overcome:  the  o])portunities  to  save  money  enough  to  buy  and  con- 
duct a  farm,  be  it  ever  so  small,  are  restricted  by  the  monotonous 
'^^h  the  factory  and  the  vitiated  atmosphere  of  the  tenement 
house  ancl  -ite  relaxation  of  artificial  pleasures,  sought  by  way  of 

too  much  of  their  scant  earnings  for  the  many  to  emancipate  them- 
selves and  become  true  farmers  and  free  men.  This  ajiplies  to  Euro- 
l)ean  work  .lien  more  intensely  than  to  our  own.  Tlie  agricultural 
classes  of  Europe  sutler  nearly  as  much  as  the  factory  hands.  Ameri- 
can cattle,  hogs,  wheat,  fruits,  etc..  pr(^ducetl  from  a  virgin  soil  with 
labor-saving  machinery  have  destroyed  the  market  of  the  farmer 
and  im])Overished  him,  his  lands  are  conse<iuently  reduced  in  value, 
and  in  many  instances  mortgaged  in  inflated  values,  in  the  hope  of 
future  tfeitiisiriiient  which  does  not  come,  ancl%@iteetiuently  he  is  com- 
pelled to  seek  >'0iimii^^mM-^  subsistence. 

Here  is  the  opiwrtunity  to  populate  Floriiit? frith  good  people:  no 
State  offers  greater  advantages  to  the  farmer,  or  to  such  as  now  strug- 
gle in  the  thickly  settled  countries  of  Europe  or  northern  communi-. 
ties  for  a  mere  subsistance.    Florida  is  essentially  an  agricultural 
State;  its  climate  is  eij[ual  to,  if  not  better  than,  that  country 
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on  the  globe,  favorable  to  the  feeble,  young  and  aged.  The  soil  can 
be  tilled  with  little  skill  and  less  labor  than  elsewhere,  consequently 
the  novice  can  jiractice  farming  and  make  a  living  while  he  is  learn- 
ing. The -products  of  the  soil  are  of  every  variety  and  clime  and  two 
or  three  croi)s  per  annum  reward  the  tiller  of  the  soil.  Timber  is 
is  alnmdant  and  chea])  for  housing,  furnishing  and  fuel.  Wmt,  fish 
and  vegetable  and  fruits  are  plentiful  at  low  prices.  ISLm^m-^^m^, 
hence  the  struggle  for  existence  is  light  «iji?'^@  iP«^S#'te#lMiie 
comj)eten»fe  0d  age  beti«r  t\m^  miffliiiWS^eJse.  The  phosphate 
found  t^l^undantly  in  the  State  can  easily  be  converted  into  cheap 
manures  for  the  fertilization  of  the  farm  and  readily  sold.  Abund- 
ant fruits,  garden  truck,  tobacco,  etc.,  find  a  good  demand  and 
ready  sale  in  large  cities  and  nearer  Imme.  and  with  proper  shipping 
facilities  can  be  exjiorted  toother  countries  profitably. 

Per  contra,  we  must  admit  that  the  country  is  sparsely  settled  ; 
railroads  and  highways  are  mostly  indilferent  and  inadequate  for 
present  recjuirements  :  the  former  hinder  frequent  social  intercour^, 
which  bears  hardest  on  women  and  children,  while  the  other  make 
traveling  and  the  marketing  of  products  expensive  and  difficult.  In- 
creased i)opulation  and  productioicir©©mbined  with  the  large  phos- 
phate yields,  will  soon  remedy  these  defects  also.  Many  land  titles 
being  cloudy  and  often  subject  to  costly  au<l  tedious  litigation,  with 
dilTicult  execution  of  the  laws  in  si)arsely  settled  portions  of  the  State, 
remain  as  serious  drawbacks,  to  be  remedied  by  legislation  and  better 
execution  of  the  laws. 

In  order  to  procure  for  the  State  of  Florida  good  citizens,  the  fol- 
lowing would  i)rol)ably  accomi)lish  the  purpose  best  in  a  reasonably 
short  time.    In  addition  to  the  i)rinted  matter  distributed  by  the  im- 
migration bureau,  for  the  purpose  of  acquainting  the  prospective 
coWnist  with  the  resources  of  Florida,  some  of  its  members  or  other 
Ijersons  of  good  character  and  judgment  should  be  stationed  in  the 
large  American  and  Eurojjean  communities  where  distress  prevails 
and  desirable  colonists  exist,  for  the  purpo.se  of  giving  further  infor- 
mation and  exjilanation  of  the  resources  of  the  State,  to  afford  due 
protection  to  the  new-comer  and  advise  liim  how  to  reach  his  desti- 
nation and  protect  him  from  jiossible  title  complications.  In  addition, 
private  comjianies  composed  of  men  with  undoubted  character,  ability 
and  cajjital  engaged  to  colonize  and  develop  the  State  resources, 
should  receive  the  moral  support  and  official  sanction  of  the  State 
and  where  deserved  and  practical^i^f  encouragement  br  a  land  dona- 
Mon  for         family  settled  and  brought  by  them  into  the  State. 
Such  a  company  would  be  obliged  to  build  houses,  afford  pecuniary 
aid  for  a  year  or  two  to  most  settlers  (as  the  expense  of  coming  to 
Florida,  will  con.sume  much  of  the  small  capital  of  most  immigrants), 
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and  tho  mere  fact  that  sucli  companies  have  brought  a  bona  fide  set- 
tler into  the  State  will  surely  benefit  the  State  and  people,  even  if 
the  settler  went  elsewhere  after  a  short  stay:  but  this  would  scarcely 
happen,  as  the  State  has  so  many  inducements  to  offer  thmt  feu-  who 
have  hma  t&  Wh^a  to  make  a  living  care  to  leave  it. 

•fll®  p riuciple  of  bringing  from  the  same  province,  country  or  na- 
tion ought  to  prevail,  wkether  undertaken  by  the  State  or  the  private 
companies  Miltai^.  l^iililii^lilliWiit  exi^*iig  foreign  and  do- 
mestic conditions,  c^^^ts  are  invariably  tmm  ibe  thickly  settled 
communities  of  Europe  or  other  States  where  the  social  amenities  of 
life  are  many  and  easily  obtained:  churches,  schools,  medical  attend- 
ance and  })laces  of  amusement  are  accessible  with  little  expense  and 
effort  to  all.  The  settler  in  Florida  must  as  an  individual  colonist  dis- 
pense with  many  of  these  advantages  unless  he  settles  by  communi- 
ties. This  would  be  hard  on  the  women  and  children,  and  if  the 
wife  Ftally  consents  to  coms  to  Florida  to  try  and  adai)t  herself  to 
hmr  surroundings  she  will  tire  soonest  from  the  want  of  easy 
neighborly  associations,  accessibility  of  schools  and  churches  for  her- 
self and  children,  than  other  discomforts,  and  nine  times  out  of  ten 
the  family  will  return  where  they  came  from,  or  go  to  some  other 
State  more  densely  settled,  because  the  wives  and  mothers  are  dis- 
satisfied. Therefore  colonization  by  communities  is  in  the  present 
economic  State  of  Florida  the  only  feasible  })lan  to  overcome  this  dif- 
ficulty, as  in  this  manner  the  mother  and  children  will  have  their 
neighbors  and  friends,  churches  and  schools,  as  in  their  former 
homes,  combined  with  other  natural  advantages,  not  enjoyed  in  their 

®iJliili8i:,tiaii@steads.  and  the  father  and  heads  of  the  families 
will  also  be  msm  contented  and  happy  as  a  matter  of  cour.se. 

There  are  many  other  advantages  accruing  m  community  of 
settlei-s  ;  they  can  clear  their  laud  and  drain  it  more  cheaply,  market 
their  products  and  ship  them  to  better  advantage  than  by  individual 
efforts.  Yet  the  selection  of  such  colonists  requires  good  judgment, 
influence  and  continual  wat(!hinf;  and  nursing  when  established,  un- 
til they  ac(iuire  the  language,  customs  and  habits  of  their  neighbors. 
Then  individual  settlers,  should  they  not  be  as  select  in  character  as 
the  nucleus  of  the  colony  must  be.  will  do  no  harm  and  will  become 
better  men  and  women  by  assimilation.  In  other  words,  the  same 
process  described  in  tlie  western  immigration  amalgamating 
with  the  native  element,  would  naturally  repeat  itself  after  com- 
munities of  the  same  class  of  people  or  nationality  were  succe^fuMjr 
established  here,  and  a  greater  and  better  development  of  the  re- 
sources of  Florida  must  follow,  because  the  resources  and  conditions 
of  life  aihl  climate  m  Florida  are  far  more  favoral)le  than  in  otlier 
states  of  the  Union. 


Railroads,  manufactories  and  commerce  will  develop  spontaneously 
because  they  are  needed  and  are  profitable  without  further  nursing 
or  assistance  from  the  paternal  State. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  thank  you  for  the  courteous  audi- 
eucv  vou  ac  corded  to  different  delegates  from.Switzerland,  Gerniauv 
and  New  Jersey,  and  to  myself  wlio  rei)reseut  coniniunitiea  contem- 
plating settlement  on  the  plan  mentioned  under  the  auspices  of  the 
companj' which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  Should  your  Excel- 
lency at  any  time  desii^fiff^^i^  c®iijversatiom  or^«Si©nimunic«ition  on 
this  important  subject,  I  shall  be  happT  to  obey  your  summons 
promptly  #t  all  times,  and  ^iiill^'liigh  respect,  I  remain 


To  this  letter  Governor  Fleming  replies  as  follows : 

Captain  Frauciii  Irsch  : 

Dear  Sir — I  have  read  with,  much  interest  and  ])leasure  your 
valued  communication  on  the  subject  of  securing  colonists  for  Flor. 
ida,  and  fully  appreciate  all  that  yeii  litve  stated  in  reference  thereto, 
in  which  I  generally  concur. 

I  feel  a  great  interest  in  the  prosjierity  and  welfare  of  my  State, 
and  auis^iiflllified  that  this  cannot  better  be  proMiill  than  by  the  in- 
troduction of  a  thrifty,  industrious  and  moral  class  of  immigrants  to 
assist  in  the  development  of  our  vast  resources,  which  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  are  more  varied  than  that  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

I  regret  that  the  Legislature  repealed  the  law  providing  a  State 
Bureau  of  Immigration,  which  was  accomplishing  much  good,  in  my 
opinion,  far  in  excess  of  the  ox])enses  of  the  same,  wherefore  we  are 
prevented  from  rendering  tliat  material  aid  to  immigration  which 
we  would  so  much  desire.  Such  aid,  however,  as  is  in  my  power  to 
render  you  in  furtherance  of  your  jjrojects  of  colonization  will  cheer- 
fully be  given.  To  this  end,  it  may  not  be  ajiiiss  for  me  to  state  that 
»  foreigner,  resident  of  this  State,  has  all  the  protection,  rights  and 
pnvileges  which  are  accorded  an  American  citizen,  excejit  the  right 
of  sufTrage,  and  this  the  foreigner  may  acquire,  under  our  laws  even 
before  naturalization,  uj^on  the  legal  declaration  of  his  intention  to 
becoine  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  other  legal  rights,  experience  teaches  that  our 
population  is  kindly  disposed  to  a  good  class  of  immigrants,  whether 
foreign  or  domestic,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  every  encouragement 
and  reasonable  assistance  would  be  afforded  them  by  our  citizens,  as 
well  as  by  the  officials  of  the  State. 
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AVliile  I  canrot  S])eak  authoritatively,  yet  from  assurances  that  I 
haTe  reeeiv^  from  large  laud  ommms  m  Wiis  State  I  have  no  doubt 
that  there  are  those  who  would  ioirtfe  tesi  or  iK^ke  prices  at  uomltiaJ 
figures,  and  in  addition  render  substantial  aid  to  a  good  ekk®s  of  im- 
migrants until  they  should  become  self-sustaining,  in  order  to  secure 
the  settlement  and  improvement  of  their  lands; 

With  my  best  wishes  for  the  unqualified  success  of  your  under- 
taking, which  I  trust  and  doubt  not 'will  inure  to  the  mutual  benefit 
of  our  State  and  the  iinnii<j;rant.  and  the  assurance.^  of  my  sympathy 
and  encouragement.  I  remain,  very  truly,  yours. 

Francis  P.  Flemixu,  Governor. 


Agricultural  Department.  State  of  Florida.  ) 
Commissioner's  Office. 

Tallahassee.  June  i4th.  l^s)l.  \ 

Ccipt.  Fvanci)^  JrscJt,  General  Agent  of  InDiiigvation  to  tJte  State  of 
Florida  for  tlw  Uuiterf  States  and  Europe: 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that,  reposing  great 
confidence  in  your  ability,  wisdom  and  honesty.  I  have  this  day  ap- 
pointed you  with  the  approval  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the 
State.  Gsgfiital  Agent  for  Immigration  in  the  United  States  and 
Europe  to  the  State  of  Florida,  commission  herewith. 

The  mefhock  and  plans  by  wliich  you  propti^sio  bring  colonists 
and  communities  to  our  fair  State,  so  ably  presented  in  your  com- 
munication of  June  12th,  to  the  Governor,  seems  to  meet  the  require- 
ments fully,  so  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  ac(piaint  you  further  with 
your  duties  in  the  {)remises  except  that  you  comnuiiiicate  from  lime 
to  time  to  this  Department  the  progress  you  and  your  agents  may  be 
making  ;  with  full  power  to  appoint  agents  and  sul)-agents  to  act  for 
you  in  the  premises.  Inasmuch  as  there  will  be  no  money  appropria- 
tions available  for  the  furtherance  of  immigration  to  our  State  you 
will  be  obliged  to  rely  upon  your  own  and  the  resources  of  the  Colon- 
ization, Mining  and  Commercial  Company  of  Florida  (Limited),  of 
which  y(m  Sim  Vice-President  and  General  Manager,  for  financial 
aid  to  further  your  and  your  company's  laudable  etrort:>  in  brhiging 
good  colonists  to  Florida,  trusting  to  some  future  time  for  legislative 
recompense,  and  the  aid  that  many  of  our  cori)orations  and  large  land 
owners  will  no  doubt  gladly  furnish  by  donations  of  land  for  every 
head  of  a  family  settled  on  their  respective  lands,  and  otherwise. 

You  as  well  as  your  company  will  receive  cordial  and  efiicient 
assistance  and  protection  from  the  Governor  and  all  the  administra- 
tive departments  of  the  State  of  Florida  in  your  difiicult  labors,  and 
tlie  Agi4c\lilMiil7#ll|fiM^^      in  particular. 
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You  may  utilize  the  remaining  literature  of  the  Immigration 
Bureau  and  that  of  this  department  for  dissemination  among  pros- 
pective colonists :  topograi)hiGal  maps,  laad  books. showing  the  status 
of  r@cOr(fe.of  the  United  S^tes.  State,  corporation  and  private  laeds 
witli  surveys  will  ali^f  s  be  at  yowr  command  and  of  your  a^iite  to 
assist  in  buying  and  locating  lauds  for  your  proposed  coI@nli^.  Afeo 
the  records  of  the  dilTerent  Departments  of  the  State.  School  and 
Health  Boards,  and  Law.  Comptrollers,  Geological,  Chemical  and 
.Surveyor's  Department  will  deem  it  a  i)leasure  and  duty  to  furnish 
the  latest  information  gathered  to  advance  youretTorts  for  procuring 
good  colonists  for  the  Stale,  and  cooperate  witli  you  heartily  and  ))ro- 
tect  said  colonists  while  in  transit  and  facilitate  their  locating,  and 
vf^mm-^^ssm^  lands  are  selected  they  will  be  sold  to  you  and  your  com- 
immy     pS»-i®#est  possible  i)ric:^t^#ii,%  Ifef  Mm  al'teirs. 

Yoif  mte  wlfei^i^d  to  a])])oint  agents  and  sub-agents  to-ass^isl 
you  in  the  United  States  and  ^ppipe  and  delegate  your  duties  and 
privileges  to  thenL   Very  truly 'pw®,, 

L.  B.  Wo3«BWELL,  Commissiiiiir  ol  iipiialtui-e. 


Tallahassee.  Florida.  June  '24tli.  ISOl. 

To  the  Honorable  L.  B.  \Votid)icell,  Commissioner  of  Agricultuve 
State  of  Florida,  TallaJiassee  : 

Dear  Sir — I  am  in  recei])t  of  your  valued  favor  of  this  date  en- 
closing commission  as  General  A<;ent  of  Immigration  for  the  United 
States  and  Euro]>e  to  the  State  of  Florida. 

Permit  nie  to  thank  you  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  who 
approved  my  a])i)ointment  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me.  and  ac- 
cept the  assurance  that  my  best  endeavors  shall  be  devoted  to  the 
furtheraii^^ii  a  desirable  immigration  to  this  fair*State,  under  the 
aiisixic€s  of  your  Dei)artment.  and  the  Colonization,  Mining  and  Com- 

of  Florida  (Limited),  composed  of  such  eminent 
gentlemen  as  Senor  Don  Fermin  Hernandez  Iglesias.  of  ]\Iadrid  ; 
General  O.  O.  Howard,  U.  S.  A.:  General  Franz  Sigol.  H.  E.  Ellis, 
etc.,  whose  names  and  co-operation  will  inspire  confidence  to  the 
j)ro9pective  colonist  and  the  peoi)le  of  Florida  as  well. 

I  am  glad  to  state  that  I  have  secured  the  services  of  the  able 
]\Ir.  Charles  A.  Choate.  formerly  in  the  service  of  your  bureau,  as 
Resident  Immigration  A,gent  with  office  at  the  Capitol,  Tallahassee, 
which  I  hope  adil  liilfew^ffl  furtlier  the  expedition  of  business 
betweeii  fM^HJiiipiit'iteut  aiidf^^ijii  Mplctfully. 

Francis  Irsch. 
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